
 u She was a pioneer of Jewish education for girls.

 u In 1917 she established the Bais Yaakov school network in Poland.

 u She was born in Krakow, Poland.

 u After World War I, she organized a group of girls in Krakow and taught them Jewish studies.

 u She succeeded in overcoming initial resistance against this new type of school and saw rapid development 
of about 300 schools in pre-Holocaust Europe.

 u Her initiative was approved by leading rabbis of the time like the Gerrer Rebbe, and the Chofetz Chaim.

 u In 1923 she set up a teachers’ seminary to train staff for her rapidly expanding network of schools.

 u The main goal of the schools was “to train Jewish daughters so that they will serve the Lord with all their 
might and with all their hearts; so that they will fulfill the commandments of the Torah with sincere enthusi-
asm and will know that they are the children of a people whose existence does not depend upon a territory 
of its own, as do other nations of the world whose existence is predicated upon a territory and similar racial 
background.”

 u When she died in 1935, more than 200 Bais Yaakov schools were teaching approximately 35,000 girls.

Quote from Sarah Schenirer

New York - OpEd: The Unfulfilled Legacy of Sara Schenirer

Basic facts about Sarah Schenirer

People are such perfectionists when it comes to clothing their bodies. Are they so particular when they address themselves to 
the seeds of the soul?

She writes in her diary: 

“And as we pass through the days prior to the Yomim Noraim, fathers and their sons travel off to Ger, to Belze, to Alexsander 
and to Bobov. They travel to all those places that have become citadels of ruchniyus, led by the Rebbes.

Yet we stay at home, the wives, the daughters and the little ones. Ours is an empty Yom Tov. Ours is a fate devoid of Torah 
intellectual content. The women have never learned anything about the spiritual meaning that lies within a Yom Tov.”

Her words and actions struck a raw nerve.

Her opponents tried to stop her. It is said that when her detractors came to the Chofetz Chaim to sign a letter against her, the 
Chofetz Chaim exited the room and came back with a sum of money. He responded, “My thoughts are.. that she should be 
supported – please give her these rubles.”

Soon her support grew. The Gerrer Rebbe stood behind her fledgling movement. Moneys were raised. Summer programs were 
started. Sara Schnirer was focused, and she built.



SUMMER

Excerpt from Sarah Schenirer’s Will

My dear girls, you are going out into the great world. Your task is to plant the holy seed in the souls of pure children. In a 
sense, the destiny of Israel of old is in your hands.


